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(57) ABSTRACT 

Embodiments of the invention provide for providing support 
for sharing and exchanging in a network. The system includes 
a memory coupled to a processor. The memory includes a 
database comprising information corresponding to first users 
and the second users. Each of the first users and the second 
users are facilitated for sharing or exchanging activity, service 
or product, based on one or more conditions corresponding 
thereto. Further, the memory includes one or more instruc­
tions executable by the processor to match each of the first 
users to at least one of the second users. Furthermore, the 
instructions may inform each of the first users about the match 
with the at least one of the second users when all the condi­
tions are met by the at least one second user based on the 
information corresponding to each of the second users. 

12 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets 
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SYSTEMS AND METHODS TO SUPPORT 
SHARING AND EXCHANGING IN A 

NETWORK 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

2 
the pets in the absence of the other person. Thus, credibility of 
any unknown users for exchanging the product/service 
remains always under stake. 

The invention relates to social networking applications and 
more specifically the invention relates to leveraging social 
networks by sharing and exchanging activities, services and 
resources. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

In current scenario of global inflation, resource manage­
ment is increasingly required to cut the cost and to overcome 
many other problems. For example, the prevalent use of 
single occupancy vehicles is known to be a significant cause 

In addition to resource sharing and exchanging, many indi­
viduals like to look for people for some collective activities, 
such as recreational activities. For any recreational activity, 
such as playing, riding etc., an individual usually searches for 
like-minded people. For example, an individual may be will­
ing to go out to dine with someone or may be willing to play 

10 chess with someone who is good at (or interested in) playing 
chess. For this, the individual may be required to spend a 
considerable amount of time to search any person around who 
is like-minded and also credible to go along with for any such 

15 
collective activity. In such cases, credibility of any unknown 
person is always a question for the individual. 

Based on the aforementioned, there is a need of a system 
and a corresponding method to support resource sharing with 
credible users and without requiring much time consumption 

of several major economic, social and environmental prob­
lems. The problems embrace increasing cost due to usage of 
energy resource for each vehicle, higher parking-space 
issues, traffic congestion, increased level of air pollution and 
the like. Further, an alternative to the usage of single occu­
pancy vehicles is the use of multi-occupancy vehicles, where 
multiple individuals can share a single vehicle. 

20 at a user's end. Further, the system should provide support for 
combined or exchangeable activities with credible and suit­
able users based on the interest of a user. Furthermore, the 
system should support a user for sharing and/or exchanging 
services or products. Thus, the system is required for provid-

For sharing a resource such as a vehicle, an individual 
needs to search for people who are willing to join for sharing 

25 ing support to a user in sharing/exchanging resources/ser­
vices and to overcome the shortcoming of the related arts. 

a vehicle for riding together to a particular location. This 
requires spending time in searching reliable people to share 
the ride. Further, in existing systems, a user can post a query 
for vehicle sharing. Corresponding to the post, other users of 30 

the system those are interested in sharing the vehicle for the 
ride (hereinafter may be referred to as "interested users") can 
reply to that query regarding their interests in sharing the 
vehicle. However, in these systems, the interested users may 
be completely unknown to the user who posts the query. Thus, 35 

the main problem in such systems is the lack of credibility, in 
the interested people, which typically is the pre-requisite for 
many users. Further, in these systems, the user has to wait 
until any interested user respond corresponding to the query 

SUMMARY 

Embodiments for the present invention provide a system 
for sharing and exchanging in a network. The system includes 
a processor and a memory coupled to the processor. The 
memory includes a database comprising information corre­
sponding to first users. Each of the first users is facilitated for 
announcing sharable activity, service or product, and one or 
more conditions corresponding thereto. The sharable activity, 
service or product is announced for inviting one or more 
second users therefor. Further, the database includes informa­
tion corresponding to the one or more second users. The 
second users are facilitated for accepting at least one of the 
announced sharable activity, service or product. Further, the 
memory includes instructions executable by the processor to 
match each of the first users to at least one of the second users. 

of the user. Furthermore, the user may need to contact the 40 

other interested users, either personally or telephonically, to 
discuss various parameters for sharing the vehicle. Such 
parameters may include, but are not restricted to, compensa­
tion/expense that may be shared between the users, timings, 
and various conditions corresponding to the sharing of 
vehicle for a ride. This wastes a significant amount of time on 
the user's part. 

Furthermore, the memory includes instructions executable by 
45 the processor to inform each of the first users about the match 

with the at least one of the second users. Each of the first users 

Further, in addition to vehicle sharing, there are some other 
resources that may not be shared, generally, with others such 

matches with at least one of the second users when all the one 
or more conditions are met by the at least one second user 
based on the information corresponding to each of the second 
users. 

Further, embodiments of the present invention provide a 
system to support sharing and exchanging in a network. The 
system includes a processor and a memory coupled to the 
processor. The memory includes a database comprising a list 
of first users. Each of the first users willing to provide share of 
at least one of activity, service or product, and one or more 
conditions corresponding thereto. Further, the database 
includes a list of second users. The second users are facilitated 

as house, machinery etc. Further, such non-sharable 50 

resources may be expensive to possess. An individual may 
think of providing or receiving such resource in exchange of 
any other resource or any service. However, exchanging such 
expensive resources, with any other resource or service 
offered by any other person, require a high level of credibility 55 

in the offer of the other person and vice versa. Further, if an 
individual decides to exchange a resource with a service 
offered by the other person then the individual may be 
required to keep an eye on the activities performed ( corre­
sponding to the service) by the other person. This wastes a 
significant time of the individual to track the service provided 

to accept the share of activity, service or product. Further, the 
60 memory includes instructions executable by the processor to 

match each of the first users to at least one of the second users. 
by the other person. For example, a user may think of reduc­
ing a cost by borrowing a machinery from any other person 
(possessing the machinery) in exchange of providing some 
service to the other person such as pets' keeping in the 65 

absence of the other person. Here, the other person has to have 
trust on the individual so as to allow the individual to handle 

Each of the first users matches with at least one of the second 
users when the one or more conditions are met by information 
corresponding to the at least one of the second users. Further­
more, the memory includes instructions executable by the 
processor to send an email to the first user for credit of pre-set 
number of points. Additionally, the memory includes instruc-
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tions executable by the processor to send an email to the at 
least one of the second users for debit ofthepre-set number of 
points. 

Furthermore, embodiments of the present invention pro­
vide a system to support sharing and exchanging in a network. 
The system includes a processor and a memory coupled to the 
processor. The memory includes a database comprising list of 
first users. Each of the first users willing to provide share of at 
least one of activity, service or product, and one or more 
conditions corresponding thereto. Further, the database 10 

includes a list of second users. The second users facilitated to 
accept the share of activity, service or product. Further, the 
memory includes instructions executable by the processor to 
match each of the first users to at least one of the second users. 
Each of the first users matches with at least one of the second 15 

4 
ied in many different forms and should not be construed as 
limited to the embodiments set forth herein; rather, these 
embodiments are provided so that this disclosure will satisfy 
applicable legal requirements. Like numbers refer to like 
elements throughout. 

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary environment 100 where 
various embodiments of the present invention are imple­
mented. The environment 100 includes a server 102 con-
nected to a plurality of client devices 104a, 104b ... 104n via 
a network 106. The client devices 104a, 104b ... 104n 
(hereinafter may collectively be referred to as "client devices 
1 04") may refer to electronic devices that may be utilized by 
users to access the server 102. Examples of the client devices 
104 may include, but are not restricted to, a personal com­
puter, a mobile phone, a smart phone, a personal digital assis­
tant (PDA), a tablet computer, a laptop, and the like. The 
Network 106 may include, but is not restricted to, a commu­
nication network such as Internet, PSTN, Local Area Net­
work (LAN), Wide Area Network (WAN), Metropolitan Area 

users when the one or more conditions are met by information 
corresponding to the at least one of the second users. Further­
more, the memory includes instructions executable by the 
processor to send a notification to the first user to provide 
review for the at least one of the second user. Additionally, the 
memory includes instructions executable by the processor to 
send a notification to the at least one of the second users to 
provide review for the at least one of the first user. 

20 Network (MAN), and so forth. In an embodiment, the net­
work 106 can be a data network such as the Internet. Further, 
the server 102 may include a system 108 to support sharing 
and exchange among the users of the client devices 104 (here­
inafter referred to as "users"). The system 108 may facilitate 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Having thus described the invention in general terms, ref­
erence will now be made to the accompanying drawings, 
which are not necessarily drawn to scale, and wherein 

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary environment where various 
embodiments of the present invention are implemented; 

FIG. 2 illustrates another exemplary environment where 
various embodiments of the present invention are imple­
mented; 

25 the share and exchange of an activity, service or product 
among the users through the network 106. Further, themes­
sages exchanged between the server 102 and the client 
devices 104 can comprise any suitable message format and 
protocol capable of communicating the information neces-

30 sary for the server 102 to provide a desired service to the client 
devices 104. In an embodiment of the present invention, the 
messages comprise hypertext transfer protocol (HTTP) mes­
sages. 

FIG. 3 illustrates exemplary block diagram of a system to 35 

support sharing and exchanging, in accordance with an 
embodiment of the present invention; 

In an embodiment of the invention, server 102 may be a 
host for a social networking website that may utilize the 
system 108 for supporting the users of the social networking 
website to share and/or exchange various activities and 
resources, such as vehicles, equipments, services, among 
themselves. Further, in another embodiment, the social net-

FIG. 4 illustrates exemplary structure of a database for 
storing information corresponding to users of the system, in 
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 5 illustrates exemplary structure of a database for 
storing information corresponding to users of the system, in 
accordance with another embodiment of the present inven­
tion; 

40 working may be a part of the system 108 that may require the 
users to register, therewith, for facilitating the users with 
various support services of sharing and exchanging in the 
system of social network. Further, in an embodiment, the 

FIG. 6 illustrates exemplary structure of a database for 45 

storing information corresponding to users of the system, in 
accordance with yet another embodiment of the present 
invention; 

FIGS. 7 A and 7B illustrate a flow diagram of a method for 
sharing and exchanging at least one of activity, service and 50 

product in a network, in accordance with an embodiment of 
the present invention; 

FIG. 8 illustrates a flow diagram of a method for sharing 
and exchanging at least one of activity, service and product in 
a network, in accordance with another embodiment of the 55 

present invention; and 
FIG. 9 illustrates a flow diagram of a method for sharing 

and exchanging at least one of activity, service and product in 
a network, in accordance with yet another embodiment of the 
present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

60 

users of the client devices 104 may need to register with the 
system 108 for sharing and exchanging at least one of activity, 
product, or service (hereinafter 'activity', 'product' and 'ser-
vice' may collectively be referred to as 'resources') in the 
network 106. The user may be registered, to create a profile, 
by submitting information, such as personal information, aca­
demic information, professional information and the like, to 
the system 108. The personal information of a user may 
include, but is not restricted to, name, location, and hobbies. 
Further, the academic information of the user may include, 
but is not restricted to, qualification details and any academic 
achievement. Similarly, the professional information may 
include details corresponding to the profession (if any) such 
as industry, designation and the like, of the user. The infor­
mation corresponding to the profile of the user is explained 
further in conjunction with FIG. 4 and FIG. 5. 

In an embodiment, each of the registered users may com-
municate messages to share or exchange the resources with 
other users. In an embodiment, each user may post commu­
nication message through his/her profile for public viewing. 
Such messages, if posted by the user, may be shown to all Illustrative embodiments of the invention now will be 

described more fully hereinafter with reference to the accom­
parrying drawings, in which some, but not all embodiments of 
the invention are shown. Indeed, the invention may be embod-

65 other users of the system 108. Further, in another embodi­
ment, the communication between various users of the sys­
tem 108 may be through sending messages directly to 
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intended users of the system 108. Again further, in another 
embodiment, the user may define one or more groups of users 
on various bases such as types of users, relationships with 
users and the like. For example, groups for friends, relatives 
and the like. Further, the user may post the request/announce­
ment to a specific group of users. Yet in another embodiment, 
the users may create particular rooms in their profiles for 
sharing activity or service with users of the system 108. For 
example, the user may create a room for sharing of resources 
such as vehicle, products and the like. 

Similarly, the user may create a room for exchange of 
services between users, such as a room for exchanging ser­
vices like baby sitting with any product of services offered by 
other users of the system 108. For example, if a user of the 
system 108 plans to travel from a first location to a second 
location, the user may post this information on his/her shared 
room corresponding to travelling. The information posted by 
the user may be visible to all other users of the system 108 
who share the common room. The system 108 may also notify 
one or more other users, about the travelling plan of the user, 
through appropriate means. The one or more users may 
include, but are not limited to, users of the system 108 who 
share the common room or having the same interests (as may 
be determined through the users' profile), for example, but 
not limited to, the system may send notification, through an 
E-mail, to each of the users having the interest in travelling or 
who follow the same route from the first location to the 
second location. The user may also communicate messages to 
share or exchange activity, product, or service with other 
users. 

In an embodiment, each registered user of a client device, 
such as the client device 104a, may post the information 
corresponding to the product, service or activity that the user 
wants to share or exchange with other users of the system 108. 
For example, the user may announce an activity, such as bike 
riding, or post a request for resource sharing or exchanging. 
Further, the user may post one or more conditions corre­
sponding to post or announcement. The conditions may 
include, but are not limited to, information or terms corre­
sponding to the posted request or announcement for sharing 
or exchanging. For example, the user may post the conditions 
such as time of ride, maximum time window for pick-up, 
maximum time window for drop off corresponding to the bike 
riding. 

Similarly, the user may post a request for ride sharing or 
exchange of services or equipments. For example, the user 
may post a request for service corresponding to baby sitting in 
exchange of any other service or product. Further, the user 
may post conditions corresponding to such request, for 
example, the user may announce timings for receiving such 
service. Accordingly, the other users of the system 108 may 
show their interest corresponding to the post by accepting the 
announcement. 

Further, in an embodiment, the user may ask for bids, from 
other users of the system 108, for providing services based on 
the request/announcement posted by the user. Correspond­
ingly, the other users may bid for the share or exchange for 
services or product. In an embodiment, the system 108 may 
search for suitable other registered users (having their profiles 
of the system 1 08) based on the request/ announcement posted 

6 
hobbies of the other users. Accordingly, the system 108 may 
determine the suitable users for sharing or exchanging the 
activity, service or product based on the request or announce­
ment posted by the user. 

Further, it may be appreciated by a person skilled in the art 
that the sharing and exchanging through the system 108 in the 
network 106 may not be limited for activity, product and 
services. Further, each user may share information in any 
form such as text information, multimedia information and 

10 the like. For example, if a user is willing to travel from the first 
location to a second location and seeking guidance in travel­
ling route or weather conditions for the second location or any 
other information in this regard, then the user may post the 
request for corresponding information. Other users of the 

15 system 108 may share their experiences in the second location 
that the user may be willing to know. Further, the other users 
may share other information to guide the user (who posted the 
request) regarding short route for travelling to the second 
location. In an embodiment, the system 108 may notify the 

20 user regarding other suitable users of the system 108 who 
have traveled to the second location and may provide guid­
ance to the user. The system 108 may determine about the 
suitable users from the profile created or activities posted by 
the other suitable users. It may be apparent to one skilled in 

25 the art that here, the user may be the registered member of the 
system 108 who announces an activity or posts the request 
and other users may include other registered members of the 
system 108 who can view the announcement/post and may 
accept/reject the request. Further, the system 108 may search 

30 for the other users who may be suitable to share or exchange 
of resources. The system 108 is explained further in more 
details in conjunction with FIG. 3. 

FIG. 2 illustrates another exemplary environment 200 
where various embodiments of the present invention are 

35 implemented. The environment 200 includes a server 202 
connected to a plurality of client devices 204a, 204b ... 204n 
via a network 206. The client devices 204a, 204b ... 204n 
(hereinafter may collectively be referred to as "client devices 
204") include communication devices that may be utilized by 

40 users to access the server 202. Examples of the client devices 
204 may include, but are not restricted to, a personal com­
puter, a mobile phone, a smart phone, a personal digital assis­
tant (PDA), a tablet computer, a laptop, and the like. The 
Network 106 may include, but is not restricted to, a commu-

45 nication network such as Internet, PSTN, Local Area Net­
work (LAN), Wide Area Network (WAN), Metropolitan Area 
Network (MAN), and so forth. In an embodiment, the net­
work 206 can be a data network such as the Internet. 

Further, the server 202 may include a system 108 to support 
50 sharing and exchanging among the users of the client devices 

204 (hereinafter referred to as "users"). The system 108 may 
facilitate the share and exchange of an activity, service or 
product among the users through the network 206. In an 
embodiment, the users of the client devices 204 may be 

55 required to register with the system 108 for sharing and 
exchanging the activity, service or product (hereinafter 'activ­
ity, service or products may collectively be referred to as 
'resources'). Further, the messages exchanged between the 
server 202 and the client devices 204 may comprise any 

60 suitable message format and protocol capable of communi­
cating the information necessary for the server 202 to provide 
a desired service to the client devices 204. In an embodiment 
of the present invention, the messages comprise hypertext 

by the user. In this embodiment, in one case, the system 108 
may analyze the profiles of the registered users of the system 
108 based on the request/announcement and corresponding 
conditions posted by the user. For example, if the user 
announced an activity for bike riding then the system 108 may 65 

search for other users having interest in biking or travelling. 

transfer protocol (HTTP) messages. 
Further, the environment 200 illustrates links between the 

client device 204a, the client device 204b and the client 
device 204c. As shown the client device 204a and the client In an embodiment, this may be determined by analyzing the 
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device 204b are connected through a link 208. Similarly, the 
client device 204b and the client device 204c are connected 
through a link 210. These links represents a relation between 
the users corresponding to the client devices. Such relations 
may include, but are not restricted to, friendship, family rela­
tion, neighbours, business relation and the like. For example, 
the user of the client device 204a may be a friend of the user 
of client device 204b. Similarly, the user of client device 204b 
and the user of client device 206c may be business associates 

8 
system or a social network. In another embodiment, the sys­
tem may be implemented as a social networking system. The 
system 108 includes a processor 302 and a memory 304. The 
memory 304 includes a database 306. The database 306 may 
store information about users of the system 108. Each user 
may need to be registered with the system 108 by creating a 
profile thereon. The profile may be created by entering one or 
more information, such as personal information, professional 
information and the like, corresponding to the user. 

The system 108 may facilitate each user for armonncing a 
request corresponding to sharable/exchangeable activities, 
services or products (hereinafter referred to as 'resources') 
for inviting other users (hereinafter referred to as 'second 
users') of the system 108. Hereinafter the user who posts/ 

or colleagues in the same company. Further, the users may be 10 

directly or indirectly related to each other. For example, the 
user of the client device 204a (that is shown as connected to 
the client device 204b) may be a direct friend of the userofthe 
client device 204b. Similarly, the user of the client device 
204b may be a direct friend for the user of the client device 
204c (as shown connected through a direct link). Therefore, 
the user of the client device 204a may be considered as 
indirectly related (as friend of friend) with the user of the 
client device 204c. 

15 annonnces any request/information on the system is referred 
to as 'first user'. Further, hereinafter, the users of the system 
108 who are invited by the first users, for the posted/an­
nounced request/information, may be referred to as the 'sec­
ond users'. Furthermore, the users (other than the first user) 

Further, in an embodiment, such links may be tracked by 
the system 108 to determine the relations between the users. 
Further, each user may limit the posting or announcements to 
specific users based on the relations. For example, if a user, 
such as the user corresponding to the client device 204a, posts 
a public request for sharing a ride, then in an embodiment, the 
request may be shown to all the registered users of the system. 
Further, if the user of the client device 204b wants to show his 
post only to his/her friends, then the system 108 may make the 
post visible only to friends, such as the user of the client 
device 204a and the user of the client device 204c. Further­
more, if the user of the client device 206b is willing to show 
his/her post only to his/her colleagues of a company then the 
system 108 may make the post visible only to the user of the 
client device 204c. 

20 who may accept the request posted/annonnced by the first 
user may also be referred to as the second users. Further, the 
user may post one or more conditions corresponding to the 
annonncement. The conditions (as posted by the first user 
corresponding to the sharable/exchangeable activity/service/ 

25 product) may include, but are not limited to, at least one of 
type, time, location, compensation, security collateral or 
required skill level corresponding to the sharable activity, 
service or product. For example, if the sharable activity, ser­
vice or product is vehicle sharing or ride sharing with one or 

30 more second users then the conditions corresponding to the 
ride (or vehicle) sharing may include, but are not restricted to, 
date of the ride, time of the ride, maximum time window for 
pick-up, and maximum time window for drop off correspond-
ing to the ride. 

In an embodiment, the conditions may be mandatory to be 
followed by the second users, if the second user accepts a 
request corresponding to the armouncement. In another 
embodiment, the conditions may be negotiable between the 
first user and one or more second users who are interested in 

For example, if a user needs someone to look after his/her 35 

house for one week in his/her absence. The user may want 
anybody whom he/she can trust on for such responsibility of 
looking after the house such as his/her family members, close 
friends and the like. Further, the user may not want this 
information (of his absence from his/her house for one week), 40 the posted/armonnced request/information. The system 108 

may determine about one or more suitable second users that 
may be recommended to the first user corresponding to the 
post of the first user. The suitable second users corresponding 
to the post/annonncement may be determined based on 

to be leaked to any other user. In such situation, the user may 
select one or more credible users (members) of the system 
108 or may select a pre-defined group of members (corre­
sponding to his/her profile) that may include his/her family 
and/or close friends. The social networking website may then 
show the posting of the user to only the selected members and 
may strictly hide the information to be leaked to any other 
member. 

45 matching between the profile of the first user and the profile of 
each of the second users. In one embodiment, the system 108 
may determine the matching of the first user with the second 
users by matching the one or more conditions with informa­
tion (such as profile information) corresponding to the second Further, based on the posting, one or more other users of the 

system 108 may accept the request posted by the user and 
accordingly the resources may actually be shared and/or 
exchanged between them. Subsequent to the actual sharing 
and/ or exchanging based on the accepted request correspond­
ing to the post, the user and the one or more other users may 
provide rating to each other based on their performances 
corresponding to sharing/exchanging. User's ratings may be 
explained further in conjunction with FIGS. 3, 4 and 5. Fur­
ther, the system 108 may determine the credibility of users for 
sharing and/ or exchanging resources with a first user based on 
various factors such as their relations with the first user, 60 

ratings received from other users of the system 108 and the 
like. 

FIG. 3 illustrates exemplary block diagram of a system, 
such as the system 108 (as described in conjunction with FIG. 
1 and FIG. 2), to support sharing and exchanging, in accor­
dance with an embodiment of the present invention. In an 
embodiment, the system may be utilized as a plug-in for other 

50 users. If the one or more second users meet the conditions 
then the second users may be considered as suitable second 
users for the announced activity/service/product. 

Furthermore, the memory 304 of the system is coupled to 
the processor 302 and includes the database 306 to store 

55 information about each of the first users and second users of 
the system 108. The information corresponding to the first 
user and the second user may include, but is not limited to, 
personal information (such as name, location, hobbies and the 
like), professional and educational information (such as 
qualification, work industry, designation and the like). Fur­
ther, the information corresponding to the first user may also 
include information corresponding to post/announcements 
for sharing/exchanging activities, services or product. The 
first user may announce/post request/information and corre-

65 sponding conditions associated with activities/services/prod­
ucts for inviting one or more suitable second users. The sys­
tem 108 may facilitate the second users to accept one or more 
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sharable/exchangeable activity, service or product that may 
be announced/posted by first users. 

Further, the memory includes one or more instructions that 
may be executed by the processor 302 to provide support for 
sharing and exchanging at least one of an activity, a service, a 
product or information. The processor 302 of the system 108 
may search for suitable second users of the system 108 by 
matching the content and/or type of the announcement or 
request made by the first user with the profile information of 
the other users of the system 108. Examples of the types of 10 

announcements or requests may include, but are not limited 
to, sports, education, health, hospitality, food, transport, secu­
rity, pets, charity, adventure, personal, social or business etc. 
The profile information may include, but is not limited to, the 
hobbies/interests, residential/business addresses, recent 15 

activities, public ratings, profile points etc. The public rating 
represents rating provided by the other users based on the 
shared/exchanged activity/service/product between them. In 
an embodiment, the public rating may be a rating provided by 
a first user to a second user and vice-versa for a specific 20 

activity shared/ exchanged between them. In another embodi­
ment, the public rating may be an average rating of a user 
(such as the first user or the second user) that may be received 
from all other users of the system 108 based on sharing/ 
exchanging/purchasing/selling an activity, a service, a prod- 25 

uct or personal item, an information and the like. 
Further, the profile points include points that may be earned 

by a user based on sharing/exchanging/purchasing/selling 
any activity, a service, a product, personal item, or informa­
tion with other users of the system 108. Further, the earned 30 

profile points may be utilized by the user in further sharing or 
purchasing any activity or service or a product with other 
users of the system 108. In an embodiment, profile of each 
user may be initialized with zero '0' profile points. 

The processor 302 may then inform the first user about one 35 

or more matching profiles of the second users that are suitable 
to the announcement or request made by the first user. In an 
embodiment, the processor 302 may select only those profiles 
of the second users of the system 108 that satisfies all of the 
conditions posted by the first user corresponding to his/her 40 

announcement or request for sharing/exchanging/purchas­
ing/selling any activity, a service, a product or personal item, 

10 
include the maximum time up to which the first user may wait 
for the second user to join the first user. The maximum time 
window for dropping off may include a maximum time to 
reach to the destined location of the second user. 

In another exemplary embodiment of the invention, the 
sharable activity, service or product may include share of 
sports activity or invitation to play any sport. For example, a 
first user may announce a cricket event on certain date and 
time at a specific venue. The first user may also add certain 
conditions corresponding to playing the sport. The conditions 
may include, but are not limited to, need for experienced 
players (second users), need to be in certain uniform, need for 
males only, need for the players of a particular age group 
(such as less than thirty years). The processor 302 may send a 
message to all of the users of the system 108 corresponding to 
the announcement made by the first user. In case a user 
accepts to play with the first user, the processor 302 may then 
notify the first user corresponding to acceptance of the invi­
tation to play cricket by a user (or a second user). The first user 
may then scan the profile of the user and may or may not 
approve the second user for being a part of the sports activity. 

If the second user gets approval from the first user, the 
processor 302 may then inform the second user about his 
selection/approval for the sports activity. Similarly, if the 
second user is rejected by the first user then the second user 
may be informed suitably by the processor 302. Further, in an 
embodiment, the system 108 may inform other approved 
second users (who are already approved by the first user 
corresponding to the announced sports activity) about 
approval of another second user for the shared sports activity. 
Due to this, the other users may remain updated about the 
fulfillment of the conditions corresponding to the sports activ­
ity. For example, iffor 'cricket' activity (as posted by a first 
user), '11' members are required and 9 members have been 
selected (Approved) by the first user and '2' more members 
are required. Then by sending the notification to the all 9 
approved members about a new approved second member for 
the 'cricket', the all '9' members may be updated that now 
only '1' more member is required to meet the condition (of 
'11' members) for the activity 'cricket'. 

The processor 302 of the system 108 may also search for 
certain users of the system 108 that lives nearby the venue 
specified by the first user in the announcement. Further, the 
processor 302 may shortlist the users having mentioned about 
cricket in their profiles as hob by or interests or profession etc. 
Furthermore, the processor may shortlist the users based on 
their gender and age. The processor 302 may then suggest the 
shortlisted users to the first user. The first user may then view 
the profiles of the shortlisted users suggested/recommended 

an information and the like. Further, in another embodiment, 
the processor may provide information corresponding to the 
other users (of the system) having less relevancy based on the 45 

matching (as described above) between the conditions of the 
first user and profiles of the second users. In this embodiment, 
the other users may have greater relevancy based on some 
other criteria such as common interest, location as that of the 
first user. 50 by the system 108 and may further filter the suitable users 

based on his/her preferences. The processor 302 may then 
send a notification to all the suitable users about the approval 
in participating in the 'cricket' activity. The notification may 

In an exemplary embodiment of the invention, the sharable 
activity, service or product may include sharing a ride by the 
first user with one or more of the second users. For example, 
a first user announces a ride sharing service to be shared a 
certain date and time. The first user also adds certain condi- 55 

include, but not limited to, the detailed information about the 
sports event announced by the first user. The notification may 
also inform the suitable users about the approval of the first tions corresponding to the ride sharing service. The condi­

tions may include, but are not limited to, date on which the 
first user is willing to share his/her ride, time of the day at 
which the first user is willing to pick up the second user, Initial 
location from where the first user will pick up the second user, 
destined location at which the first user will drop off the 
second user, and maximum time window selected by the first 
user for picking up and dropping off the second user from/to 
the destined location. For example, the maximum time win­
dow for pick up selected by the first user may include a 
maximum time at which the first user may pick up the second 
user. The maximum time window for pick up may also 

user for participating in the activity. Further, in an embodi­
ment, the processor 302 may directly approve the user, if the 
suitable user accepts the notification. Accordingly, the system 

60 108 may keep a record (in the database 306) of the final 
shortlisted users for the activity ('cricket') as posted by the 
first user. 

Further, based on the record (that may contain a list of the 
approved second users) and activity information (such as 

65 conditions like when the activity is to be performed), the 
processor 304 may determine whether the activity is com­
pleted or not. Further, the system 108 may ask each of the first 
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user and the second users to confirm about the status of the 
activity that whether the activity is 'completed', 'pending', 
'extended', 'expired' and the like. The status corresponding 

12 

to any activity may define the situation in which the activity is 
present. The status 'completed' or 'pending' may denote that 
the activity is completed or pending respectively. Further, the 
days and time for the activity may be extended due to some 
reasons or mutual consent of eachmemberofthe activity then 
the status may be set as 'extended. Correspondingly, any or 
each member may update the activity information by entering 1 o 
the updated date therein. 

accordance with an embodiment of the present invention. The 
database 400 stores information corresponding to users of the 
system 108. In an embodiment, the users are registered mem­
bers of the system 108 having profile thereon. Based on the 
registration, each user may be assigned with a unique user ID, 
as represented by user ID 402. For each user, the database 400 
may store various information such as profile information, 
information corresponding to announcement, average public 
rating, profile points and the like, corresponding to the user. 

As illustrated, the database 400 includes columns contain-
ing information such as profile information 404, announce­
ment/request 406, average rating 408 and profile points 410. 
The database 400 may store such information for each user of 
the system 108. Further, as shown, row 412, row 414 and row 

Based on the status, the processor 304 may send timely 
reminders to each of the first user and the second users (who 
participated in the activity) for providing rating/review to 
eachothermemberofthe activity. For example, if the status of 
the activity is 'completed' then the processor 304 may notify 
each of the members to provide rating to each other based on 
their experiences in sharing the activity ('cricket'). Accord­
ingly, each user may provide rating to other users based on 
their experiences with others in sharing the activity (such as 
while playing the 'cricket'). Such ratings may add a value to 
a user's profile that may be considered to determine the cred­
ibility of the user. Based on activity specific rating, an average 
rating may be calculated by the processor 304 that depicts the 
overall public rating, for the user, based on ratings received 
for all the activities/services/products shared/exchanged 
between the users. 

15 416 represent information corresponding to user 1, user 2 and 
user 3 of the system 108 respectively. Here, user 1, user 2 and 
user 3 represent user IDs. Further, for each user, the profile 
information 404 may include information corresponding to a 
profile of a user that may be provided by the user while 

20 registering with the system 108. For example, the profile 
information 404 may include, but is not restricted to, personal 
details, as represented by colunm 418, qualification and other 
information, as represented by colunm 420. The personal 
details may include, but are not restricted to, information like 

25 name, location, hobby, and the like. Similarly, qualification 
and other information may represent non-personal informa­
tion such as, but are not restricted to, information correspond­
ing to education, profession, industry, designation, and 
achievements of a user. 

Further, based on the rating received by each user, the 
processor 304 may determine credit points based on sharing 
the activity, service, product with other users. For example, 30 

based on the rating received by a user for a particular activity, 
the processor 304 may calculate the amount of points that 
may be credited or debited to/from the user's account. Fur­
ther, the processor 304 may determine the credit points based 

As shown, the personal details 418 (corresponding to the 
user 1) include name 'A', location 'Ll' and hobby 'H1'. 
Similarly, the personal details 418 of the user 2 represents 
name 'B', location 'L2' and hobby 'H1' corresponding to the 
user 2. Again similar, name, location and hobby of the user 3 

on various factors such as the type and duration of the activity I 
service shared/exchanged between the users. Furthermore, 
the processor 304 may credit/debit points to/from the user's 
account that may be pre-set between the users who share/ 
exchange the activity/service/product. for example, if the first 
user shares a personal item with other user (second user) then 
based on the pre-set amount, the first user may receive '5' 
points as a credit for sharing the personal item with the second 
user. Correspondingly, the' 5' points may be debited from the 
account of the second user for sharing the personal item of the 
first user. In other words, the '5' points may be transferred 
from the second user's account to the first user's account. 
Further, the processor 304 may send a notification to the first 
user and the second user(s) for corresponding credit and debit 
of pre-set number of points based on sharing at least one of the 
activity, service or product between them. In an embodiment, 
the processor 304 may facilitate each user of the system 108 
to utilize credit points for sharing/ exchanging/purchasing any 
activity, service, product or information that may be 
announced by one or more other users of the system. 

Further the processor 304 may send notifications to each 
user based on the activity performed corresponding to the 
user. Such notification may be sent through various means 
such as Email, SMS, profile notification and the like. The 
profile notification includes notification to a user ( corre­
sponding to the profile) by posting the message of notification 
within the profile of the user. For example, the processor 304 
may send emails to first user and the second users for provid­
ing rating to each other. Similarly, the processor 304 may send 
emails to the first user and the second users for corresponding 
credit or debit of pre-set number of points. 

FIG. 4 illustrates exemplary structure of a database 400 for 
storing information corresponding to users of the system, in 

35 are represented by 'C', 'L3' and 'H3'. Here, it may be noted 
that hobby of the user 2 is same as the hobby of user 3, as 
shown by 'H1 '. Further, each user of the system 108 may 
request or announce an activity, service or product that may 
be sharable or exchangeable with one or more other users of 

40 the system. As shown, column 406 (for requests or announce­
ment posted by users of the system 108) includes information 
corresponding to activity, service or product and correspond­
ing conditions (as represented by colunm 422 and column 
424 respectively). Hereinafter, the activity, the service or the 

45 product may collectively be referred to as 'the resources'. The 
users may be facilitated to post a request or announcement for 
sharing or exchanging at least one of the resources with one or 
more other members (users) of the system. Hereinafter, the 
user who posts the request or announcement may be referred 

50 to as the 'first user' andremainingregisteredmembers (users) 
of the systems may be referred to as the 'second users'. 

In an embodiment, a user (the first user) may post a request 
or announcement for all the second users (users other than the 
first user) of the system 108. In another embodiment, the first 

55 user may post a request for a specific group of people such as 
friends, relatives, business associates and the like. Each user 
may be facilitated to define one or more groups by adding 
specific people therein. Further, corresponding to each 
request or announcement, the first user may post one or more 

60 conditions for sharing/exchanging the at least one of the 
resources. The column 422 stores details corresponding to the 
sharable and/or exchangeable resources, for example, as 
shown, an exchangeable service such as 'House Keeping' 
may be posted by the user 1. This post is for inviting one or 

65 more second users for accepting the conditions (as shown by 
column 424) corresponding to exchangeable service i.e. 
'House Keeping'. In an embodiment, the first user may make 
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the conditions mandatory for accepting the posted sharable/ 
exchangeable resource(s). In this embodiment, if a second 
user accepts the posted information corresponding to a 
resource (Service for house-keeping) then it is considered 
that the second user accepts all the conditions corresponding 
to the post. Further, in another embodiment, if the first user 
post an announcement for selling of resource and asks for bid 
for that particular resource, the second user may bid for the 
resource based on the announcement. 

Further, as shown, a request posted by the user 1 for house- 1 o 
keeping with conditions (represented by colunm 424) is 
stored in the database 400. The conditions may include, but 
are not limited to, timeline required to perform the activity or 
service, date/day for performing the activity or the service, 
requirement of number of volunteers (second users) to per- 15 

form or participate in the activity or service, and place of 
performing the activity. Specifically, as shown, the conditions 
posted by the user 1 for the 'house-keeping' activity/service 
include time line such as 6 AM -7 PM, day for performing the 
activity is 'Sunday' and number of the second users required 20 

is '1 '. Similarly, the service posted by the user 2 is 'Babysit­
ting' with conditions representing the time, date and volun­
teer (Second users) requirement for the User 2. Specifically, 
the conditions posted by the user 2 include time as 5 AM -11 
AM, day as 'Monday' and numbers of the second users 25 

required is '1' and the condition that second user required is a 
female for baby-sitting service. Again similar, the posting 
corresponding to the user 3 includes an activity 'Cricket' and 
corresponding conditions represent the time, date and volun­
teer (Second user) requirement to perform the posted activity. 30 

Specifically, as shown, the information stored corresponding 

14 
sponding to sharing and exchanging of the resource or the 
information with other users. Here, it is understood (based on 
the aforementioned explanation) that the user 1 can receive 
individual rating by being either the first user (who posts the 
request/announcement) or one of the second users (other 
users of the system excluding the first user) of the system. The 
individual rating is explained further (as 'activity specific 
rating') in conjunction with FIG. 6. Similarly, average rating 
for the user 2 and the user 3, based on his/her past experiences 
with other users, is '5' and '1' respectively. 

Furthermore, the FIG. 4 shows overall profile points (as 
depicted by colunm 410) that may be accumulated by a user 
from all the previous sharing/exchanging of activities, ser­
vices or product. For example, if the user 1 earn 'lO'points by 
being the first user two times (considering '5' points credit for 
each time of sharing/exchanging) in previous experience of 
sharing/exchanging and further, if the user !loses '5' points 
by accepting any service offered by any other first user (con­
sidering debit of' 5' points) then the overall profile point will 
be '5' (10-5) that maybe referred to as 'overall profile points' 
for the user 1. In an embodiment, each registered user may 
have his/her account containing points earned by the user 
through sharing/exchanging activities/resources with other 
users of the system. These points may further be utilized by 
the user for requesting other users of the system for sharing/ 
exchanging activities, services, products. Further, it may be 
appreciated by a person skilled in the art that the user may 
utilize the earned points in purchasing one or more activities, 
services or products. In other words, the user may sell the 
points for receiving the services or products from the other 
users. The points credit/debit corresponding to activities/ser­
vices shared/exchanged is further explained in conjunction 
with FIG. 5. 

Further, as shown in FIG. 4 of the invention, the activity/ 

to the user 3 includes activity as 'Cricket' and conditions 
include time to play cricket is 6 AM-10 AM, date of the 
activity 22 Feb. 2012, number and type of second users 
required is 10 males. 

In one embodiment, the first user may be facilitated to post 
35 service/product corresponding to the colunm 422 posted by 

the user 1 includes service of house-keeping. Further, in con­
dition, the user (first user) posted a requirement of one person 
who can take care of his/her house on the required date/day 

an activity, service, product (Herein, 'activity', 'service', and 
'product' may collectively and intermittently be referred to as 
'resource') or information for inviting specific set of second 
users (users of the system 108 other than the first user). For 40 

this, the first user may be facilitated to post an activity accord­
ing to the type thereof. For example, the first user may post 
cricket as of the type 'sports activity'. In an embodiment, the 
second users having hob by or interest in 'sports' may directly 
search any post corresponding to 'sports' if the corresponding 45 

information is posted according to the 'type' of the activity by 
the first user. Further, this may enable the system 108 to 
search for suitable second users who are suitable and credible 
for the posted activity. For example, to search second users 
those may be interested in the posted service, in an embodi­
ment, the system may determine the type of posted activity, 
service or product and accordingly, the system may search for 
suitable second users those may be interested in sharing or 
exchanging the resource (corresponding to the post) based on 
the hobby or activities of the second users. Further, if the 
profile of the second user includes information regarding 
his/her hob by as related to 'sports' then in an embodiment, the 
system 108 may suggest the first user about the second users 
as suitable for the activity/service corresponding to the post. 

(mentioned as 'Sunday') between 6 AM-7 PM. Other users 
(second users) of the system, who can see the post, may 
respond to the post by accepting the posted service. Further, 
before responding to the post, the other users may check the 
average public rating of the first user to confirm his/her cred­
ibility. Accordingly, the other users may decide whether to 
accept the request posted by the user or not. Further, the first 
user may be notified if one or more of the second users accept 
the post. Accordingly, the first user may assign the service for 
house-keeping to one or more second users who accepted the 
posted request corresponding to the house-keeping. In an 

50 embodiment, one of the second users who accept the posted 
service by the first user will be assigned to complete the 
posted request. Further, the system 108 may send one or more 
reminders to the accepter to complete the assigned work. In 
another embodiment, if multiple second users accept the 

55 request posted by the first user then the first user may be 
provided with the details of the all such second users who 
accept the posted service. The first user may then select one or 
more users from the second users who accepted request (here­
inafter referred to as the 'request acceptor'). In an embodi-

60 ment, the system 108 may further notify the second users 
about the action taken by the first user. For example, the 
system may inform the second users (request acceptor) about 
whether they have been accepted or rejected by the first user 

Further, the average public rating (as shown by column 
408) represents an average rating received by each user from 
one or more other users (of the system 1 08) based on his/her 
previous experiences in sharing/exchanging resources or 
information. Further, as shown average public rating for the 
user 1, based on his/her past experiences with other users, is 65 

'3'. Herein, the rating '3' may be provided by the system 108 
based on the individual ratings received, by the user 1, corre-

who posted the service request. 
In an embodiment of the invention, the system may inform 

one or more second users about the announcement/request 
posted by the first user. The one or more second users may be 
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not limited to, educational information, professional infor­
mation such as industry, experience, designation, achieve­
ments and the like. 

Further, the armouncement/acceptance 506 may include, 
but is not restricted to, information corresponding to sharable/ 
exchangeable activity, service, product, information and the 
like that may be posted by a user of the system (hereinafter 
referred to as the 'first user') and information about status for 
the post, such as accepted, completed, pending and the like. 
Specifically, as shown, the information corresponding to 
announcement/acceptance 506 includes an activity/service/ 
product 522, conditions 524 and a status 526. The activity/ 
service/product 522 represents at least one of an activity, a 
product, a service or information that may be posted or 
announced by the first user for one or more other users of the 
system. Hereinafter, the one or more second users of the 
system may be referred to as the 'second users'. The first user 
may post or armounce for sharing or exchanging an activity, 
service, product or information. Further, the conditions 524 

selected by the system 108 based on the hobbies or personal 
information of the second user. For example, if the first user 
posts an activity corresponding to cricket in 'X' ground 
(venue) then the system may analyze the profile information, 
such as hobbies and location, of the second users. Based on 
analysis, if it is determined by the system that the profiles of 
one or more second users (users other than the first user) 
match suitably (hereinafter may be referred to as 'matched 
second users') with the activity and corresponding conditions 
posted by the first user then the system 108 may provide 10 

information corresponding to those matched second users to 
the first users. For example, based on the post of the first user, 
the system may analyze the hobby (of each second user) if 
matches with type of the activity i.e. 'sport' and location of the 

15 
activity (as posted along with the activity by the first user) 
matches with the location of the second user then the system 
108 may consider that second user as suitable for the post and 
accordingly the system 108 may provide information corre­
sponding to the second user to the first user. 

Further, in an embodiment, the first user may be facilitated 
with an option for restricting the post from publicizing to all 
the second users or for sending the request or post only to 
specified group of second users, then in an embodiment the 
system may search for a suitable second user from the speci- 25 

fied group. In this embodiment, the system may not recom­
mend other users of the system who are not the part of the 
specified group. Further, in another embodiment, the system 
may search suitable users from all the registered second users 

20 may represent the conditions posted by the first user corre­
sponding to the posted announcement/request. Further, the 
status 526 illustrates the status of the posted sharable/ex­
changeable activity/service/product/information. Specifi-
cally, the status 526 may include, but is not restricted to, 
'completed', 'accepted', 'pending', and the like. 

of the system and may send the recommendation to the first 30 

user based on the post and corresponding conditions. For 
example, if the first user has chosen an option for displaying 
the post only to the friends of the first user, then in this case if 
none of the friends of the first user accepted or responded for 

35 
the post of the first user till some pre-fixed time, the system 
may start providing recommendations to the first user for 
some suitable second users. Further, it may be appreciated 
that in this case, the system 108 may not display information 
corresponding to the post (that has been restricted, by the first 40 

user, to the specific group of friends) to any of the second 
users to maintain the privacy of the matter posted by the first 

Specifically, as shown, the user 1, the user 2 and the user 3 
have the names as 'A', 'B' and 'C', locations as 'L1 ', 'L2' and 
'L3', and hobbies as 'H1', 'H1' and 'H2' respectively. Here, 
it may be noted that the hobby of the user 1 is same as the 
hobby of the user 2. Further, the colunm 522 shows the 
activity 'Bike riding' posted by the user 1. Further, the colunm 
524 shows the conditions (posted by the user 1) correspond­
ing to the 'Bike riding' such as time '6 AM-7 AM', Day as 
'Sunday' for carrying out the activity, and number of persons 
required is '1'. Similarly, as shown, the user 3 has posted the 
service for 'Kid Care' and condition mentioned includes the 
time between 8 AM -7 PM corresponding to the service. Fur­
ther, the user 2 has not posted any activity/service/product or 
information. 

After posting an activity, a service, a product or an infor-
mation by the user 1, in one embodiment, the system searches 
for one or more suitable second users by analyzing the pro­
files of all registered second users (other than the first user) of 
the system to determine a match between profile of each 

user. 
FIG. 5 illustrates exemplary structure of a database 500 for 

storing information corresponding to users of the system, in 
accordance with another embodiment of the present inven­
tion. The database 500 stores information corresponding to 
users of the system 108. In an embodiment, the users are 
registered members of a system, such as the system 108, 
having profile thereon. Each user may register himself/or 
herselfby creating a profile (an account) on the system. Based 
on the registration, each user may be assigned with a unique 
user ID, as represented by user ID 502. For each user, the 
database 500 may store various information such as profile 
information 504, information corresponding to announce­
ment/acceptance 506, rating or review 508, earned points 510 
and the like, corresponding to the user. 

As explained earlier in conjunction with FIG. 4, corre­
sponding to each registered user of the system, such as user 1, 
user 2 and user 3 (as represented by the colunm 512, colunm 
514 and colunm 516 respectively), the profile information 
504 may include, but is not limited to, personal details 518, 
qualification and other information 520. The profile informa­
tion 504 may be provided by each user while registering with 
the system. The personal details 518 may include personal 
information such as name, location, hobby and the like. Fur­
ther, qualification and other information 520 may include, but 

45 second user and the conditions corresponding to the post/ 
announcement of the first user. In this embodiment, the sys­
tem analyzes the location, qualification, hobby, activities, 
post (if any) and other profile information corresponding to 
the second users. Further, the system provides information 

50 about the determined suitable second users (corresponding to 
the post and associated conditions) to the first user. As shown, 
the hobby of the user 1 ('H1 ')is same as the hobby ('H1 ')of 
the user 2, the system may provide information about the 
profile of the user 2 to the user 1. For example, the hobby 

55 ('H1 ')may include travelling, biking or riding that may be 
matched with the activity 'Bike riding' posted by the user 1. 
Based on such matching, the system may search one or more 
suitable second users those can accept the post/announce­
ment of the first user. Subsequently, the system may provide 

60 notification to the first user (the user 1) to inform him/her 
about the suitable second user (such as the user 2). Similarly, 
in an embodiment, the system may notify the suitable second 
user (the user 2) about the post of the first user (the user 1). 

Further, in another embodiment, the user 1 may also be 
65 facilitated to search for one or more suitable second users 

relevant for the post/announcement. Furthermore, the user 1 
may be facilitated to restrict the search to a particular group of 
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people. For example, the first user (such as the user 1) may 
restrict the post for second users of a particular age group then 
the system may search the suitable second users of that par­
ticular age group. Also, the second users may search any such 
activity, service posted by the first user. 

Further, on receiving the information about the post by the 
first user, the second users may accept the post of the first user. 
For example, if the user 2 likes to share the activity of 'bike 
riding' with the user 1 then the user 2 may choose an option to 
accept the activity. Further, the accepted activity may be 10 

carried out by the user 2 based on the conditions. Accordingly, 
the status corresponding to the post may be set as 'accepted' 
(as shown) in the profile of the user 2 and completed (As 
shown) in the profile of the user 1. Initially, if the post is not 
accepted by any of the second users then the status may be 15 

shown as 'pending'. 
Based on the activity shared/exchanged by the first user 

and one or more second users, the first user and the one or 
more second users may provide rating to each other. If they 
liked the activity shared/exchange with each other, they can 20 

give more rating and if they don't like, they can give less or 
zero rating based on their experience in carrying out the 
activity or service. For example, considering rating from '1' 
to '5' where '5' being the highest and '1' being the lowest 
rating, the user 2 has given rating '5' to the user 1 based on 25 

his/her experience of sharing the bike riding with the user 1 
and the user 1 has given rating '4' to the user 2 based on 
his/her experience with the user 2 (as shown). If the first user 
gets bad experience in sharing/exchanging any activity/ser­
vice/product or feels that the second user (with whom the 30 

activity/service/product was shared by the first user) was not 
good or intellectual or like-minded then the first user may give 
bad/low rating. Further, the system may send periodic 
reminders to both the first user and one or more second users 
to provide ratings to each other corresponding to actual shar- 35 

ing/exchanging of the activity/service/product between the 
first user and the one or more second users. 

In one way, the rating provided by a user shows his/her 
interest in sharing/exchanging the service/activity/product 
again with the same user. Also, the rating received by each 40 

user may be added to his/her previous ratings received from 
other users (for any such sharing/exchanging activity/service/ 
product with the other users) to determine average rating of 
the user (as explained previously in conjunction with FIG. 4). 
The average rating of the user may be visible to all other users 45 

of the system through the user's profile. For example, if a user 
receives rating of '4', '2', '3', and '5' after sharing/exchang­
ing four different activities/services or products with four 
different users, then, accordingly, the average rating of the 
user may be equivalent to '3 .5' that may be made visible to all 50 

the users of the system. 
Further, in an embodiment, an account (profile) of each 

registered user may be initialized with '0' points that may be 
increased or decreased based on sharing/ exchanging/ selling a 
particular activity/service/product posted by the first user. 55 

These points may be credited or debited from the user's 
account based on sharing/exchanging any activity/service/ 
product. for example, if the first user armounces a service for 
car sharing from one location to another and sets '5' credit 
points for the service then '5' points may be debited from an 60 

account of a second person who accepts the posted service of 
the first user and correspondingly, '5' points may be credited 
to the account of the first user for providing the service. In an 
embodiment, based on the status of activity, and date of 
performing the activity, and rating/review provided by the 65 

users associated with the performed activity, the system may 
determine whether the activity has actually been carried out 
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(shared/exchanged) between the first user and the one or more 
second users of the accepted activity. Accordingly, the system 
may provide credit points to the users. For example, if the 
status of the post, corresponding to a service, is completed 
and the first user (who posted the service) and the second user 
(who accepted the service) have given ratings to each other 
then it may be determined that the activity has actually been 
performed by the users (the first user and the second user). 
Accordingly, the system may assign '+5' credit points to the 
first user and '-5' credit points to the second user. The '+5' 
credit points denote credit of '5' points to the first user's 
account and '-5' credit points denote debit of' 5' points from 
the available points in the account of the user. Here, '5' points 
may be pre-set by the users before sharing/exchanging the 
activity/service/product. 

Further, in an embodiment, the system may set minimum 
credit points based on type of activity/service/product and 
conditions. The type of activity/service/product may include, 
but is not limited to, recreational activity, riding, sports, and 
house exchange. For example, based on the type of activity, 
such as vehicle sharing, the system may set minimum '+ 5' as 
credit points for the first person who shares his/her vehicle 
and '-5' for the person who accepts sharing of the vehicle of 
the first user. Furthermore, in another embodiment, the first 
user may ask for bid from one or more second users for the 
post. The second users may bid based on their interest in the 
posted activity/service/product. Accordingly, based on the 
bid amount of each user and credibility of each user based on 
their profile, one or more second users may be selected for the 
posted activity/service/product. Additionally, the first user 
may ask a compensation amount that may be provided by the 
second users for sharing a vehicle. Further, based on the 
decided amount, the second user may provide some ofhislher 
points to the first user. For example, if the second user is 
willing to accept a post for vehicle sharing (from one location 
to another) for some 'X' amount/month and amount 'X'='Y' 
points. Then the system may debit 'Y' points from the second 
user's account and may credit the 'Y' points in the account of 
the first user. In an embodiment, number of points (say 'Y') 
for some amount (say 'X') may be fixed by the system and in 
another embodiment, number of points for the amount may be 
decided manually by the first user and the second user. 

As shown, the user 1 earns '+5' points and the user 2 is 
assigned with' -5' credit points for the completed activity i.e. 
'Bike riding' (as shown). In an embodiment, such points, as 
earned by the first user and the second user may be a form of 
virtual money that may further be utilized in sharing/ex­
changing/selling of any activity/service/product with any 
other user of the system. Each user (first user or second user) 
may determine credibility of other user (first user or second 
user) before sharing/exchanging an activity/service/product/ 
information and before setting credit points for any such 
activity/service/product/information. Further, the first and 
second users may determine the credibility of each other 
based on their profiles and rating/review. 

Again similarly, as shown, the user 3 has posted a service 
for Kid care between 8 AM -7 PM. For this, the user 3 may first 
ensure about the credibility of any second user for assigning 
the service of 'Kid care'. The user 3 may be sure about the 
credibility of the second user by viewing the previous ratings 
(of the user 3) and experience in sharing/exchanging/han­
dling such activity, before allowing the second user to handle 
the kid. Further, it is shown that the post of the user 3 is 
pending as the responsibility (activity) of kid care is not 
assigned to any second user and accordingly, there is no rating 
for the user 3 for this post and thus points earned correspond­
ing to this post (of kid care) is zero ('0'). 
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FIG. 6 illustrates exemplary structure of a database 600 for 
storing information corresponding to users of the system, in 
accordance with yet another embodiment of the present 
invention. The database 600 includes a list of first users and a 
list of second users. The first users are members of the system 
who post one or more requests for sharing/exchanging/selling 
an activity/service/product/information. The second users 
include all members of the system other than the first user. 
Further, the first user and the second user correspond to a 
particular post/announcement. In other words, the first user 
for one post may be a second user for any request posted by 
any other first user. Further, the system may search for one or 
more suitable second users, for a post, from the list of second 
users. 

As shown in FIG. 6, the database 600 shows various 
requests posted by various users. Each user has a unique user 
ID, as represented by column 602 (of the database 600), that 
represents unique identification code of a user of the system. 
Further, profile information 604, and announcement/accep­
tance 606 are explained earlier in conjunction with FIGS. 4 
and 5. An activity specific rating 608 represents rating/review 
provided to the second user who completes the specific 
active/service (posted by the first user). Further, the database 
600 includes accepter IDs 610 corresponding to each post that 
has been accepted by one or more second users. Specifically, 
the accepter ID includes information corresponding to the 
second user who accepts the request posted by the first user. 
Furthermore, the database 600 shows a row 612, a row 614 
and a row 616 corresponding to a user 1, a user 2 and a user 3 
respectively. 

The profile information column 604 of the database 600 
represents personal details (as shown by column 618) and 
qualification and other information such as business details 
(as shown by the colunm 620) of the each user of the system. 
Specifically, the personal details corresponding to the user 1 
includes name 'A', his/her location 'L1 ', and hob by 'H 1'. 
Further, the qualification and other information includes 
qualification, professional, and other information as 'Q1' 
Similarly the user 2 has a name 'B', location 'L2', hobby 'H 1 ' 
and qualification and other information as 'Q2'. Again simi­
larly, the user 3 has name 'C' with location of performing the 
posted activity as 'L3', and having hobbies and qualification 
and other information as 'H2' and 'Q3' respectively. 

Further, as shown Announcement/Acceptance 606 repre­
sents details of requests or announcements posted by the first 
users of the system. Further, the announcement/acceptance 
includes status information corresponding to acceptance of 
the posted request/announcement by one or more second 
users. Specifically, the announcement/acceptance 606 may 
include, but is not restricted to, information such as Activity/ 
Service/Product sharing (represented by colunm 622), con­
dition (as represented by colunm 624), and status correspond­
ing to the posted request/announcement (a represented by the 
colunm 626). Specifically, the Activity/Service/Product shar­
ing (as shown by the colunm 622) includes information that 
the first users may post/announce for sharing/exchanging 
with one or more second users. In an embodiment, the Activ­
ity/Service/Product sharing (as shown by the column 622) 
includes a type of announcement/post made by the first users 
of the system. Further, the condition (as shown in column 
624) comprises the necessary conditions (corresponding to 
the request/announcement posted by the first user) that may 
need to be followed by one or more second persons (who 
accept the request) for carrying out one or more tasks asso­
ciated with the post. The conditions may include, but are not 
limited to, at least one of type, time, location, compensation, 
security collateral or required skill level (of the second user 
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who accepts the request/announcement associated with the 
post) corresponding to the sharable/exchangeable activity, 
service or product posted by the first user. Hereinafter, the 
second person who accepts the request/announcement, 
posted by the first user, may be referred to as the 'acceptor'). 
The conditions posted by the first user may or may not be 
negotiable based on the discretion of the first user. 

Further, information corresponding to the status (as shown 
by colunm 626) represents whether the announcement or 

10 request posted by the first user is accepted, completed or 
pending by the second user. In an embodiment, request or 
announcement posted by the first user may have an 'expired' 
status in case where the date mentioned in the condition 
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( colunm 624) is expired and none of the second users have 
accepted the request or the announcement. 

As per FIG. 6, request posted by the User 1 is for house­
keeping service. The conditions corresponding to the house­
keeping service (as posted by the first user) represents the 

20 time line ( 6 AM -7 PM) required to perform the housekeeping 
service, the date/day (Sunday) on which the housekeeping 
service is to be performed, and number of volunteers (second 
users) to perform or participate in the service. Further, status 
for the post corresponding to housekeeping represents that 

25 the post corresponding to housekeeping is 'completed'. Fur­
ther, the accepter ID for this post includes 'user 2' represent­
ing that the housekeeping service is completed as per the 
mentioned conditions by the user 2. 

Similarly, the sharable/exchangeable activity posted by the 
30 user 2 is babysitting with conditions including time (5 AM -11 

AM), day (Monday) and number and type of the required 
users (1 Female) for performing the babysitting. Further, the 
status corresponding to the post of the user 2 represents that 
the request or announcement made by the user 2 has been 

35 accepted (but not completed). Further, the acceptor ID, cor­
responding to the activity posted by the user 2, represents that 
the activity posted by the user 2 is accepted by the user 1. 

As explained here above, the service (housekeeping) 
posted by the user 1 is accepted to be shared/ exchanged by the 

40 user 2 (as depicted, the accepter ID is 'user 2') and the 
activity/service (babysitting) posted by the user 2 is accepted 
to be shared/exchanged by the user 1 (as depicted, the 
accepter ID is 'user 1 ').Accordingly, in an embodiment, this 
represents an exchange of activity/service (housekeeping and 

45 babysitting) between the user 1 and the user 2. For example, 
the service posted by the user 1 is exchangeable with the 
service of babysitting posted by the user 2. In another 
embodiment, this represents individual sharing of the activi­
ties by both the user 1 and the user 2. For example, sharing of 

50 housekeeping service between the user 1 and the user 2 and 
sharing of the babysitting service between the user 1 and the 
user 2. Further, as shown (in row 614), the service/activity 
posted by the user 2 ('babysitting') is just accepted and not 
completed by the user 1 (as shown by the status and the 

55 accepter ID), thus the activity specific rating (shown by cell 
634) provided (by the user 2) to the user 1 is blank or nil. 
Furthermore, as shown (row 612), the service/activity posted 
by the user 1 ('housekeeping') is completed by the user 2, thus 
the activity specific rating provided by the user 1 to the user 2 

60 is '5'. Such activity specific rating may be provided by the 
user 1 on completing the service (housekeeping) by the user 
2. Thus, the colunm 608 for activity specific rating represents 
the rating that the first user provides to the second user. Such 
rating represents the experience of the first user (user 1) in 

65 sharing/exchanging the service/activity with the second user 
(user 2). For example, the rating of' 5' may represent that the 
experience of the user 1 (with the user 2 who completed the 
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service posted by the user 1) was good (considering '5' as 
highest rating for the housekeeping service, as completed by 
the user 2). 

In an embodiment of the present invention, the system may 
analyze such activity specific rating provided by the first user 
to determine one or more suitable second users for any such 
future activity/service posted by the same first user. For 
example, if the first user provides good rating of '5' to a 
second user for completing an activity (such as babysitting) 
then next time if the same first user posts the same activity, the 1 o 
system provide the reference of the same second user who 
received the good rating (' 5') (from the first user) earlier for 
completing the same activity. In an embodiment, the system 
may define a common range of rating (such as '1' to '5') for 
sharing/exchanging all type of activities/service/product. In 15 

another embodiment, the system may define a range of rating 
based on the type of service posted by the first user. Yet in 
another embodiment, the system may facilitate the first user 
to pre-set the range of rating while/before posting a request/ 
announcement corresponding to the activity/service/product. 20 

Further, as shown, the activity posted by the user 3 is 
'cricket' and of type 'sport activity'. Further, the conditions 
provided by the user 3 include the time (6 PM-10 PM), date 
(22 February, 2012) and required number and type of second 
users for the activity ('cricket') i.e. 11 Males. Further, the 25 

status of this activity ('cricket') is shown as 'pending' denot­
ing that the activity ('cricket') and the corresponding condi­
tions (posted by the User 3) is not accepted by any user of the 
system Further, based on the date of the activity (22 Feb. 
2012), it may be determined by the system that the activity is 30 

expired or not. Accordingly, the status of the post may be 
shown as 'pending' or 'expired'. Further, as the activity 
posted by the user 3 is pending (as per the status shown) and 
not accepted by any of the second users of the system (as 
shown by the cell 632, the acceptor ID for the activity 35 

'cricket' is blank), the activity specific rating is not provided 
(by the user 3) to any of the second user. Thus, the activity 
specific rating for the activity 'cricket' posted by the user 3 is 
shown (by the cell 630) as blank or nil. 

The rating received by each second user depicts his/her 40 

credibility of performing/completing the activity/service/ 
product shared or exchanged by the first user. For example, 
users (such as the first users who post the request/announce­
ment) of the system may give low ratings or negative ratings 
to other users (such as second users who accepts/completes 45 

the requested/announced activity) in case the second users 
either have not performed well or the work done by the second 
users was not satisfactory. In addition, negative ratings can be 
given to the users in case of their bad behavior, fraud, theft or 
violence created while performing or participating in any of 50 

the accepted activity posted by any user. Similarly, the second 
user may provide rating to the first user after completing the 
activity/service shared/exchanged/assigned by the first user 
based on his/her experience in dealing with the first user. In an 
embodiment, low rating of any user may not be appreciable 55 

by other users of the system as the low rating of a user shows 
less credibility of the user. Consequently, the low rated users 
of the system may get lesser responses, for their posts/an­
nouncements, from other users in comparison to the users 
having higher or maximum rating value. 60 

FIGS. 7 A and 7B illustrate a flow diagram of a method for 
sharing and exchanging at least one of activity, service and 
product in a network, in accordance with an embodiment of 
the present invention. The method may be understood more 
clearly when, the description corresponding to the method, is 65 

read in conjunction with FIGS. 3, 4, 5 and 6. The order in 
which the method is performed is not intended to be construed 

22 
as limitation, and further any number of the method steps may 
be combined in order to implement the method or an alterna­
tive method without departing from the scope of the inven­
tion. 

At step 702, a user may register with a system, such as the 
system 108 (as described previously in conjunction with FIG. 
3). In an embodiment, the system may be a social networking 
system. In another embodiment, the system may be utilized 
for implementation within a social network. In this embodi­
ment, the user may need to register with a social network 
utilizing the system. The user may register with the system by 
entering his/her information to create a profile or an account 
thereon. The information may include, but is not limited to, 
personal information, information corresponding to qualifi­
cation, professional information, and achievements. The per­
sonal information that may be entered by the user includes, 
but is not restricted to, name, location, hobbies, activities, 
pastime and the like. The qualification may include, but is not 
limited to, educational information of the user. Similarly, the 
user may provide information corresponding to business or 
employment industry of the user, designation, experience and 
the like. Further, the information corresponding to various 
achievements of the user may be entered by the user. In an 
embodiment, the profile of the user may be accessible to all 
other users of the system. In another embodiment, the user of 
the profile may be facilitated to make his/her profile acces­
sible for some specific set of the users. 

On registering with the system, an account may be created 
for the user with some credit points. In an embodiment, the 
user's account may be initialized with '0' credit points. Each 
user may be allowed to post/announce one or more sharable/ 
exchangeable activities/services/products/information, at 
step 704. Hereinafter, the activities, services, or products may 
collectively be referred to as 'resources' Hereinafter, the user 
who posts/announces sharable/exchangeable resource or 
information may be referred to as the 'first user. The user may 
post one or more resources or information for inviting one or 
more second users of the system. In one embodiment, the one 
or more second users may include all users of the system other 
than the first user who posts the request or information. In 
another embodiment, when the first user posts the request or 
information for a specific group of registered users of the 
system, then the one or more second users may include the 
users of the specific group. 

The first user may post/announce information correspond­
ing to sharable/exchangeable resources/information along 
with one or more conditions corresponding to the post/an­
nouncement. For example, if a first user is interested in play­
ing table tennis and need a partner to play, then the first user 
may announce a need for a partner to play table tennis on a 
specific date and time. The first user may also require more 
than one partner for the activity and may announce the need 
accordingly. Further, for example, if the first user is willing to 
go out for dining with a like-minded person of a particular age 
group, the first user may post an activity for dining out on a 
particular date with the conditions corresponding to the type 
of the person required to dine with. Accordingly, the second 
users who and interested and meet the conditions posted by 
the first user may accept the posted activity. 

Further, at step 706, the first user may receive some rec­
ommendations for one or more second users who meet basic 
conditions (of the post) or who shares some common 
attributes (such as hobbies, professional industry and the like) 
with the first user. In an embodiment, the system may analyze 
profiles of one or more second users to match with the profile, 
activity and corresponding conditions (associated with a post/ 
announcement) of the first user profile for determining one or 



US 9,083,728 Bl 
23 

more suitable second users for the posted resource/informa­
tion. In an embodiment, the one or more suitable second users 
may be determined based on their hobbies and locations. For 
example, if the activity posted by the first user is to play a 
cricket at a particular location and it is determined (by the 
system) that one or more second users have interest in 
'cricket' and reside at the location as mentioned in the post, 
then the one or more second users may be recommended as 
suitable for the post. Thus, information corresponding to the 
one or more suitable second users may be provided to the first 
user. In addition, the system may match the content of the 
announcement or profile information of the first user with 
profile information of one or more second users (hereinafter 
referred to as 'profile information matching') and based on 
the best possible match, the system may recommend most 
suitable second users' profiles to the first user that may be of 
some interest for the first user. 

Furthermore, at step 706, based on the profile information 
matching, the one or more suitable second users may also be 
notified (by the system) about the announced activity or ser­
vice or product based on their interests/hobbies. The second 
users may accept the announced shareable activity, service or 
product based on their likings or interests. Accordingly, the 
first user may get notification regarding acceptance of the 
posted activity, service or product by the one or more second 
users. 

At step 708, if the first user gets more than one notification 
of acceptance by more than one second user. The first user 
may then check profiles of all of the second users to find a 
suitable second user that suits best to first user's needs corre­
sponding to the posted activity, service or product. For 
example, if the number of second users who accepted the 
posted activity/service for sharing/exchanging is more than 
the required number of second users for performing the 
posted activity I service, then the first user may be facilitated to 
approve (select) at least one of the second users who accepted 
the post. Accordingly, the system may notify the one or more 
second users (who accepted the posted service or activity) 
whether they have been approved/selected (to perform the 
activity or service) by the first user or not. Furthermore, in an 
embodiment, the system may also provide the approved sec­
ond users with an additional information or conditions (cor­
responding to the post) that may be required or helpful in 
performing (by sharing/exchanging) the activity, service or 
product. Accordingly, the second users may then perform and 
complete the required activity or service. 

At step 710 (as shown in FIG. 7B), the performance or 
work done by the second user may be analyzed by the first 
user based on his/her expectations or requirements for the 
activity/service to be completed. Further, based on experi­
ence of the first user in sharing/exchanging activity/service/ 
product with the second user, the first user may provide rat­
ings or reviews to the profile of the second user. The system 
may use the ratings as additional information in determining 
credibility of the second user. Similarly, the second user may 
also provide rating to the first user based on his/her experi­
ence in sharing/exchanging the activity, service or product 
with the first user. 

Further, at step 712, after providing the ratings, the system 
may calculate credit points for the first user for sharing/ 
exchanging the activity with the second user. Similarly, the 
credit points may be calculated for the second user that may 
be given to the second user for successful completion of the 
accepted activity/service (as posted by the first user). For 
example, if the service, such as 'vehicle sharing' posted by the 
first user is accepted to be shared by a second user, then '+5' 
credit points may be provided to the first user for sharing 

24 
his/her vehicle with the second user and '-5' credit points 
may be assigned to the second user for sharing the vehicle of 
the first user. In an embodiment, the system may utilize some 
pre-set algorithms in determining the credit points for the first 
user and the second user(s). For example, the credit points 
may be calculated based on the type and duration of the 
activity. Further, in another embodiment, the credit points 
may be pre-set (by the system) for sharing/exchanging a 
particular activity. Furthermore, in yet another embodiment, 

10 the credit points may be set between the first users and the 
second users before sharing/exchanging the activity/service 
or product corresponding to the post (as accepted by the 
second user). 

At step 714, the first user (who receives a credit point for 
15 sharing the service with the second user) may be enabled to 

utilize the credit points for sharing or exchanging at least one 
of sharable/exchangeable activity, services or product 
announced by other users of the system. Similarly, each user 
of the system may utilize his/her overall profile points (as 

20 explained earlier in conjunction with FIG. 4). For example, 
the second user may use the credited points to share/ exchange 
any service/activity/product or to borrow any item, for some 
days, from other users of the system. It may be appreciated by 
a person skilled in the art that a user may utilize the points at 

25 any time for sharing/exchanging/purchasing at least one of 
services, products or activities with other users of the system. 

In an exemplary embodiment of the invention, the first user 
may invite one or more second users (of the system) to share 
a service provided by the first user. After sharing the service, 

30 the system may remind the second users to rate the first user 
based on the quality of service provided by the first user. 
Further, the system may remind the first user of the system to 
rate the second users based on his/her experience in sharing 
the service with the second users. Further, based on the rating 

35 provided by the second users, the system may credit points to 
the first user. For example, if a first user of the system 
announces that he goes to drop his kid to XYZ School from 
location ABC daily in the morning at 8 am and he can carry at 
least three more kids from the way to the same school daily. 

40 Then all of the second users who show interest in receiving 
the service (from the first user) of dropping the kids to the 
school may accept the announced service. 

Further, the second users may rate the first user based on 
the service provided by the first user. Accordingly, the system 

45 may provide credit points to the first user for the service he 
provided to the second users. The points to be credited to the 
first user may be calculated based on number of kids served 
by the first user or based on the number of days for which the 
service was provided. In an embodiment, the points to be 

50 credited to the first user may depend upon the ratings or 
reviews provided by the second users of the system. In 
another embodiment, the points to be credited to the first user 
may be pre-set by the first user and the second users. 

In another embodiment of the invention, the user may be 
55 facilitated to exchange services with one or more second 

users (hereinafter referred to as 'service exchange option'). 
The service exchange option allows a user of the system to 
provide a service to another user of the system in exchange of 
any other service that may be provided by the other user. For 

60 example, a first user of the system may provide a service to the 
second user (as a part of the service exchange option) and 
expect another service from the second user that may or may 
not be equivalent to the service provided by the first user. For 
example, if a first user of the system has announced (posted) 

65 an exchange service of pet sitting on a certain date as a part of 
service exchange option, and if a second user accepts (or 
showed interest in) allowing the first user to take care of his 
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dog on the specified date, then the second user may be liable 
to return the favour of the service by providing same or some 
other service to the first user. 

Additionally, the first user may specifY a required type of 
service in exchange of pet's sitting initially (with the 
announcement) as a condition. A second user who accepts the 
service exchange option may then be obliged to follow the 
condition of the first user. If the second user of the system 
negates to full fill the condition of the first user after enjoying 
the service of the first user then the system may allow the first 10 

user to negatively rate the second user or may take any pre-set 
actions against the second user. Further, the system may 
deduct some points of the second user and may also compen­
sate the first user by suitable means. In case of successful 

15 
completion of services by both the first and the second user, 
the system may facilitate both the users to rate each other. 
Accordingly, both the first user and the second user may 
receive some credit points that may or may not be equal. The 
points may depend upon the ratings or reviews provided by 20 

the users to each other or may also depend on the type of 
service provided or may depend on the amount of time for 
which the service was provided. 

26 
be combined in order to implement the method or an alterna­
tive method without departing from the scope of the inven­
tion. 

In FIG. 8, at step 802, a user may register with a system, 
such as the system 108, to create and account (profile) on the 
system. The user may submit his/her information to register 
with the system. The information may include, but is not 
restricted to, personal information, professional information, 
educational information and the like. Each registered user 
(member of the system) may access profiles corresponding to 
other users of the system. 

At step 804, a user (hereinafter referred to as the 'second 
user') may search (through the profiles of other users within 
the system) for posted/announced/requested (available) 
activities, services or products. The available activities, ser­
vices or products may be announced or requested by other 
users of the system (hereinafter referred to as first users). For 
example, the second user may search for any recreational 
activity, with some credible people, on weekend. The second 
user may be facilitated to search for activities, in various ways 
such as based on the type of activity (for example, recre-
ational activity), that may be posted by one or more first users. 
Further, the second user may search for all kinds of announce­
ment or requests for activities or services or products by a 
specific first user or a specific group of users. The group may 
correspond to one of family, friend, business group and the 
like. 

At step 806, the second user may accept the announcement 
or request including all the terms or conditions made by the 
first user. The first user may then be notified by the system 
through suitable means about the acceptance of his/her 
announcement or request by the second user. The first user 
may then allow or deny the second user for performing or 
participating in the activity, service or product that he/she has 
announced or requested. In an embodiment, the second user 
may be assigned with the service/activity corresponding to 
the announcement for completion thereof 

In yet another embodiment of the invention, the first user 
may announce sharing of a personal item or product with 25 

other users of the system. For example, a first user of the 
system may announce a need of a guitar for one week. A 
second user having a guitar may accept to share his guitar 
(with the first user) for one week by specifying condition on 
sharing the guitar that the first user will have to pay for any 30 

damages to the guitar. In another similar example, the second 
user may accept to share his guitar if first user agrees to 
transfer certain points to the second user. Again similarly, the 
second user may accept to share his guitar if the first user 

35 
agrees to share his violin or any other article with the second 
user for the same time interval. If the first and second user 
agrees to each other's conditions then the system may notify 
both users about their agreement including time, location, 
compensation, security collateral or any other corresponding 
condition. 

Further, at step 808, it is determined if the bidding is 
required for performing/accepting the announcement for 

40 sharing/purchasing any activity/service/product posted by 
the first user. If it is determined that the first user has asked for 
bid for accepting the request or sharing/exchanging/purchas­
ing the service with/from the first user then the method pro­
ceeds to step 810 (as shown by 'Yes' pointer from step 808). 
Further, if it is determined that no bidding is required for 
accepting the request or sharing/exchanging/purchasing the 
service with/from the first user then the method proceeds to 
step 806 to accept the announcement or request (as shown by 
'No' pointer from step 808). 

At step 810, the second user may bid to perform or partici-
pate in announced activity/service/product. Further, based on 
the bid, the second user may or may not be allowed by the first 
user to perform or participate in the activity, service or prod­
uct announced by the first user. In an embodiment, the second 

For example, the system may notify both the users about 
the accepted activity of guitar sharing, related information 
and corresponding conditions. Further for example, notifica­
tion may include information such as type of the activity i.e. 45 

personal item sharing, time of the process i.e. one week, 
location such as the address of the first user or second user or 
both, compensation such as to pay for any damages to guitar, 
security collateral to submit (by the first user) any article as 
collateral for guitar, required skill such as the age of the first 50 

user to be able to handle the guitar. After the completion of the 
time period of sharing the personal item (i.e. guitar), the 
system may send a reminder through suitable means, like 
profile notification, email or SMS and the like, to both users to 
provide ratings to each user. In addition, the system may also 
provide both the users with an option to extend the time 
period for the activity. Further, the system may send a notifi­
cation to both the users about any debit or credit of points after 
completion of the activity. 

55 user may also negotiate on the terms and conditions asked by 
the first user of the system. Further, on completion of the 
accepted activity/service/request, at step 812, both the first 
user and the second user may be notified about the completion 
of the activity, service or product and further about require-

FIG. 8 illustrates a flow diagram of a method for sharing 
and exchanging at least one of activity, service and product in 
a network, in accordance with another embodiment of the 
present invention. The method may be understood more 
clearly when, the description corresponding to the method, is 
read in conjunction with FIGS. 3, 4, 5 and 6. The order in 
which the method is performed is not intended to be construed 
as limitation, and further any number of the method steps may 

60 ment of providing rating to each other based on experience of 
the first user and performance of the second user. 

At step 814, based on the rating/review received from the 
first user, some points may be debited from the overall profile 
points of the second user. The system may also notifY the 

65 second user about the debited points through suitable means 
such as email notification, profile notification, SMS notifica­
tion, call notification and the like 
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FIG. 9 illustrates a flow diagram of a method for sharing 
and exchanging at least one of activity, service and product in 

28 
points the first user for providing his services or resources to 
second users or may provide some credit points to the second 
users for providing their services or resources to first user. In 
another embodiment, the system may credit some points to 
both the first user and the second user in case of service 
exchange option. Yet in another embodiment, the system may 
calculate the points that may be credited/debited to/from the 
account of the users based on pre-set algorithms. For 
example, the credit points may be calculated based on the 

a network, in accordance with yet another embodiment of the 
present invention. The method may be understood more 
clearly when, the description corresponding to the method, is 
read in conjunction with FIGS. 7 and 8. The order in which the 
method is performed is not intended to be construed as limi­
tation, and further any number of the method steps may be 
combined in order to implement the method or an alternative 
method without departing from the scope of the invention. 10 type of the announced or requested sharable or exchangeable 

In FIG. 9, at step 902, a profile maybe created for a user by 
receiving information such as personal information, profes­
sional information, educational information and the like. The 
profile of the user may allow him/her to access profiles (infor­
mation) corresponding to the other users of a system, such as 15 

the system 108. At step 904, the user (hereinafter referred to 
as the 'first user') may be enabled to announce any shareable 
or exchangeable activity, service or resources for other users 
of the system. The system may also allow the first user to add 
conditions (corresponding to the announcement) that may be 20 

followed by a second user for performing or participating in 
the shareable or exchangeable activity, service or resources. 

At step 906, based on the announcement or request made 
by the first user, one or more second users (of the system) may 
be determined based on the one or more conditions. Further, 25 

the determined second users may be the matched suitably for 
the announced service/activity/product. The one or more sec­
ond users may be determined by analyzing the profiles of the 
second users based on the conditions and type of the activity/ 
service/product. Further, hobbies of the second users may be 30 

matched with the hobbies of the first user. Furthermore, the 
location of the activity/service as may be mentioned in 
announcement may be matched with the location of each 
second user. Based on the matching of the profile of the 
second users with the profile of the first user and information 35 

corresponding to the activity/service, one or more suitable 
second users may be determined that may be recommended to 
the first user. 

At step 908, the first user may be notified about the deter­
mined profiles of the one or more second users that may be of 40 

interest to the first user. Further, at step 910, the second users 
(of the system) may be enabled to apply or accept the 
announcement or request for sharable or exchangeable activ­
ity, service or resources. In an embodiment, if a second user 
applies for (or accepts) the announcement or the request then 45 

the first user may be notified about the interest of the second 
user. Further, the second user may be facilitated to perform 
and complete the accepted activity, service or product. At step 
912, after the completion of the task (corresponding to shar­
able/exchangeable activity, service, product) announced by 50 

the first user, both the first user and the second users may be 
notified through suitable means about rating each other based 
on their performance or participation in the sharable or 
exchangeable activity or service or resources. For example, 
the system may remind the first user to rate all of the second 55 

users based on their performances in sharing/exchanging 
activity, service, product. Further, the system may remind all 

activity, service or resource. 
Further, the method is not restricted to above information 

as mentioned herein. The various embodiments that are 
explained in FIGS. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 may be utilized by each 
of the methods as explained here above. Further, the invention 
is not limited to above-mentioned embodiments and 
examples and many other embodiments and examples may be 
implemented in light of the invention without departing from 
the scope of the invention. 

It may be appreciated by the person skilled in the art that 
the present invention is not limited to the above-mentioned 
embodiments. Further, various other embodiments may also 
be implemented through the features provided by the system. 
Also, the usage of terminology such as 'first user', 'second 
user' may not be considered as restrictive aspect of the present 
invention as such terminologies are used just for the purpose 
ofbetter explanation. Furthermore, a user of the system, such 
as the system 108 (as described previously), not only be 
facilitated to share or exchange resources and information in 
the network. Additionally, the user may be supported perform 
various other tasks such as selling, purchasing, borrowing one 
or more items, service, activities, information and so forth. 

Advantageously, the present invention provides a method 
and system to support sharing/exchanging/purchasing/sell­
ing any activity/service/product with one or more users. Fur­
ther, the present invention allows each user to share/ exchange 
resources/information with users having some credibility 
value. Furthermore, the present invention facilitates the user 
to determine the credibility of other users before sharing/ 
exchanging/purchasing/ selling any activity I service/product 
therewith. Again further, the present invention enables each 
user to announce any activity/service/product that may be 
assigned to other credible users of the system. Moreover, the 
present invention may provide suitable matches, of one or 
more credible users, for performing/sharing any activity/ser­
vice/product provide rating provides. This saves time con-
sumption at the user's end that may otherwise be consumed in 
searching credible and suitable persons. Additionally, the 
present invention may enable the users to receive credit points 
for sharing/exchanging activities/services/product. Thus, this 
enables each user to do trade activities, through credit points, 
without spending time through personal involvement in dis­
cussing the corresponding matters. Accordingly, the users 
may receive benefit of social networking while earning the 
points. 

It may be appreciated by a person skilled in the art that the 
invention is not limited to the advantages as mentioned here 
above. Further many other advantages may be understood in 
light of the description given above without departing from 

of the second users to rate the first user depending upon the 
experience in sharing or exchanging activity, service or 
resources. 

At step 914, depending upon the rating, type, of the 
announced or requested sharable or exchangeable, activity, 
service or resources, value of the points may be updated for 
the particular activity and thus, for the overall profile points. 
In an embodiment, some points may be credited or debited 
to/from the first user's account and the second users' account 
respectively. For example, the system may either credit some 

60 the scope of the invention. For example, in an embodiment, 
the user may be facilitated to receive notifications when one 
or more activities/services are accepted by any user of the 
system. Due to this, the user who posts any activity/service 
need not check time and again for determining whether any 

65 response is received from any suitable user. 
Embodiments of the invention are described above with 

reference to block diagrams and schematic illustrations of 
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methods and systems according to embodiments of the inven­
tion. It will be understood that each block of the diagrams and 
combinations of blocks in the diagrams can be implemented 
by computer program instructions. These computer program 
instructions may be loaded onto one or more general purpose 
computers, special purpose computers, or other program­
mable data processing translator to produce machines, such 
that the instructions that execute on the computers or other 
programmable data processing translator create means for 
implementing the functions specified in the block or blocks. 10 

Such computer program instructions may also be stored in a 
computer-readable memory that can direct a computer or 
other programmable data processing apparatus to function in 
a particular manner, such that the instructions stored in the 
computer-readable memory produce an article of manufac- 15 

ture including instruction means that implement the function 
specified in the block or blocks. 

While the invention has been described in connection with 
what is presently considered to be the most practical and 
various embodiments, it is to be understood that the invention 20 

is not to be limited to the disclosed embodiments, but on the 
contrary, is intended to cover various modifications and 
equivalent arrangements included within the spirit and scope 
of the appended claims. The invention has been described in 
the general context of computing devices, phone and com- 25 
puter-executable instructions, such as program modules, 
being executed by a computer. Generally, program modules 
include routines, programs, characters, components, data 
structures, etc., that perform particular tasks or implement 
particular abstract data types. A person skilled in the art will 
appreciate that the invention may be practiced with other 30 

computer system configurations, including hand-held 
devices, multiprocessor systems, microprocessor-based or 
programmable consumer electronics, network PCs, mini­
computers, mainframe computers, and the like. Further, the 
invention may also be practiced in distributed computing 35 

worlds where tasks are performed by remote processing 
devices that are linked through a communications network. In 
a distributed computing world, program modules may be 
located in both local and remote memory storage devices. 

This written description uses examples to disclose the 40 

invention, including the best mode, and also to enable any 
person skilled in the art to practice the invention, in~luding 
making and using any devices or systems and performmg any 
incorporated methods. The patentable scope the invention is 
defined in the claims, and may include other examples that 

45 
occur to those skilled in the art. Such other examples are 
intended to be within the scope of the claims if they have 
structural elements that do not differ from the literal language 
of the claims, or if they include equivalent structural elements 
with insubstantial differences from the literal languages of 
the claims. 50 

The invention claimed is: 
1. A system for sharing and exchanging in a network, the 

system comprising: 
(a) a processor; 55 

(b) a memory coupled to the processor, the memory com­
prising: 
(1) a database comprising: 

(i) information corresponding to first users, each of 
the first users being facilitated for announcing shar­
able activity, service or product, and one or more 60 

conditions corresponding thereto, the sharable 
activity, service or product being announced for 
inviting one or more second users there for; 

(ii) information corresponding to the one or more 
second users, the second users being facilitated for 65 

accepting at least one of the announced sharable 
activity, service or product; 

30 
(2) instructions executable by the processor to match 

each of the first users to at least one of the second 
users; and 

(3) instructions executable by the processor to inform 
each of the first users about the match with the at least 
one of the second users, wherein each of the first users 
matches with at least one of the second users when all 
the one or more conditions are met by the at least one 
second user based on the information corresponding 
to each of the second users; 

(4) instructions, executable by the processor, to send a 
notification for crediting at least one first user and 
debiting at least one second user with pre-set number 
of points, based on sharing at least one of activity, 
service or product between the at least one first user 
and the at least one second user, wherein the credited 
points being utilized, by the first user, for one of share 
or exchange of at least one of sharable activity, service 
or product announced by one or more other first users; 

(5) instructions, executable by the processor, for receiv­
ing rating from at least one of the first users or at least 
one of the second users from at least one of the second 
users or the at least one of the first user respectively, 
based on the accepted at least one of sharable activity, 
service or product. 

2. The system according to claim 1, wherein one of the 
sharable activity, service or product comprise share of one of 
ride in said first user vehicle, sport activity or share of a 
personal item. 

3. The system according to claim 1, wherein the at least one 
of the announced sharable activity, service or product being 
accepted to share the at least one of the announced sharable 
activity, service or product from the first users, the at least ~ne 
of the announced sharable activity, service or product bemg 
accepted based on the one or more conditions. 

4. The system according to claim 1, wherein the one or 
more conditions comprise at least one of type, time, location, 
compensation, security collateral or required skill level cor­
responding to the sharable activity, service or product. 

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the memory further 
comprising instructions, executable by the processor, to send 
a reminder to the at least one of the first users and at least one 
of the second users for providing rating to the at least one of 
the second users and the at least one of the first user respec­
tively, based on the accepted at least one of sharable activity, 
service or product. 

6. A system to support sharing and exchanging in a net­
work, the system comprising: 

(a) a processor; 
(b) a memory coupled to the processor, the memory com­

prising: 
(1) a database comprising: 

(i) List of first users, each of the first users willing to 
provide share of at least one of activity, service or 
product, and one or more conditions corresponding 
thereto; 

(ii) List of second users, the second users facilitated to 
accept the share of activity, service or product; and 

(2) instructions executable by the processor to match 
each of the first users to at least one of the second 
users wherein each of the first users matches with at 
least ~ne of the second users when the one or more 
conditions are met by information corresponding to 
the at least one of the second users; 

(3) instructions executable by the processor to send an 
email to the first user for credit of pre-set number of 
points; and 

(4) instructions executable by the processor to send an 
email to the at least one of the second users for debit 
of the pre-set number of points; wherein the pre-set 
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number of points being credited and debited based on 
sharing at least one of activity, service or product with 
the at least one of the second users; wherein the 
memory further comprising instructions executable 
by the processor to enable the first user to utilize the 
credited points for one of share or exchange of at least 
one of sharable activity, service or product announced 
by one or more other users; 

(5) instructions, executable by the processor, for receiv­
ing rating from at least one of the first users or at least 
one of the second users from at least one of the second 

10 

users or the at least one of the first user respectively, 
base.d on the accepted at least one of sharable activity, 
serv1ce or product. 

7. The system of claim 6, wherein the memory further 
comprising instructions executable by the processor to 15 

inform each of the first users about the match with the at least 
one of the second users. 

8. The system according to claim 6, wherein said share of 
at least one of activity, service or product comprises one of 
share of ride in vehicle corresponding to the first user, share of 20 

one of sport activity or a personal item. 
9. The system of claim 6, wherein each of the first users 

willing to offer exchange of at least one of the service or the 
product, the second users facilitated to accept the exchange of 
the at least one of the service or the product. 

10. The system according to claim 6, wherein the one or 
more conditions comprise at least one of type, time, location, 
compensation, security collateral and required skill level cor­
responding to the at least one of activity, service or product. 

25 

11. A system to support sharing and exchanging in a net- 30 

work, the system comprising: 
(a) a processor; 

32 
(ii) List of second users, the second users facilitated to 

accept the share of activity, service or product; and 
(2) instructions executable by the processor to match 

each of the first users to at least one of the second 
users, wherein each of the first users matches with at 
least one of the second users when the one or more 
conditions are met by information corresponding to 
the at least one of the second users; and 

(3) instructions executable by the processor for sending 
notification to the first user and the at least one second 
user for corresponding credit and debit of pre-set 
number of points based on sharing of the activity, the 
service or the product, the pre-set number of points 
being credit or debited based on accepting the 
announced sharable activity, service or product; 
wherein the memory further comprising instructions 
executable by the processor to enable the first user to 
utilize the credited points for one of share or exchange 
of at least one of sharable activity, service or product 
announced by one or more other users; 

(4) instructions executable by the processor for receiv­
ing rating from at least one of the first users or at least 
one of the second users from at least one of the second 
users or the at least one of the first user respectively, 
based on the accepted at least one of sharable activity, 
service or product; 

(5) instructions executable by the processor to send a 
notification to the first user to provide review for the at 
least one of the second user; and 

(6) instructions executable by the processor to send a 
notification to the at least one of the second users to 
provide review for the at least one of the first user. 

12. The system according to claim 11, wherein of the one or 
(b) a memory coupled to the processor, the memory com­

prising: 
(1) a database comprising: 

(i) List of first users, each of the first users willing to 
provide share of at least one of activity, service or 
product, and one or more conditions corresponding 
thereto; 

35 more conditions comprise at least one of type, date, time, 
maximum time window, maximum time window location 
compensation, security collateral, and required ~kill level 
corresponding to the share of activity, service or product. 

* * * * * 


